
 
 

 

AGENDA 

REGIONAL CJI TEAM MEETING 

September – October, 2010 
 

 

 
 

8:15  Registration and Networking (coffee, tea, water, and soda provided) 
 

 

9:00  Welcome and Overview of Regional Meeting Objectives 
  District Court Judge 

Hon. Lorie S. Gildea, Chief Justice, Minnesota Supreme Court 

Hon. Helen Meyer, Associate Justice, Minnesota Supreme Court 
 

 

9:15 Permanency Values and Best Practices   
  National presenter (Janyce Fenton, Sue Badeau, Robert Lewis, or Rose Wentz) 

 Concurrent Permanency Planning  

o Engaging Nonresident Fathers  

o Working with Relatives 

 Achieving Timely Permanency for Children in Foster Care 

o Case Plans – the Road Map 

o Disposition Review Hearings – Reviewing Progress on the Road Map 

 Maintaining Planning Momentum for Older Youth 

o Supporting Ongoing Identification of and Placement with Legally 

Permanent Families 

o Planning for Independent Living 

o Youth in Court 
                         

 

11:45 Best Practices for Supporting Older Youth in Foster Care 
  Kathleen Hiniker, Minnesota Department of Human Services 

 

 

12:00  Lunch (provided) 
 

 

1:00  Partnering With Tribes to Achieve Permanency for Indian Children 
Hon. Anita Fineday, Chief Judge, White Earth Tribal Court 

Darlene Rivera, Indian Child Welfare Attorney, White Earth Indian Child Welfare 

Terri Yellowhammer, Minnesota Department of Human Services 
 

 

1:45  Team Breakout Session: CJI Teams Discuss Permanency Action Plans 

 Ann Ahlstrom and Judy Nord, Staff Attorneys and CJI Managers, State Court Administration 

 

 

3:30 Team Reports 

 

 

4:00  Wrap Up and Adjourn 
 

 

 

The CJI expresses its deepest gratitude to the National Resource Center for Permanency 

and Family Connections and to Casey Family Programs for their ongoing support and 

generous funding of the 2010 Regional CJI Team Meetings. 



FACULTY 

 

Sue Badeau 

Casey Family Programs 

202-236-8057 

SHoagBadeau@casey.org  

www.casey.org  

 

Janyce Fenton 

National Resource Center for 

Permanency and Family 

Connections 

1107 Robin Terrace 

Millville, NJ  08332 

609-602-7005 

janycefenton@msn.com  

www.nrcfcppp.org  

 

Hon. Anita Fineday 

Chief Judge 

White Earth Reservation Tribal 

Court 

P.O. Box 418 

White Earth, Minnesota  56591 

218-983-3285 

www.whiteearthtribalcourt.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Hon. Lorie S. Gildea 

Chief Justice 

Minnesota Supreme Court 

St. Paul, MN  55155 

www.mncourts.gov/?page=550  

 

Kathleen Hiniker 

Social Services Program 

Consultant 

Child Safety and Permanency 

Division 

Minnesota Department of Human 

Services 

651-431-4707 

Kathleen.A.Hiniker@state.mn.us 

www.dhs.state.mn.us   

 

Robert Lewis 

602 Bingham Street  

Greensboro, NC 27401-3674  

857-222-3060 (cell) 

Bob@RGLewis.com  

www.rglewis.com  

 

Hon. Helen Meyer 

Associate Justice 

Minnesota Supreme Court 

St. Paul, MN  55155 

www.mncourts.gov/?page=550  

Darlene Rivera 

Indian Child Welfare Attorney 

White Earth Indian Child Welfare 

P.O. Box 358 

White Earth, Minnesota 56591 

218-983-3285, ext. 5513 

darlener@whiteearth.com  

 

Rose Wentz 

National Resource Center for 

Permanency and Family 

Connections 

3900 Fairfax Dr., #927 

Arlington, VA  22203 

206-579-8615 

rose@wentztraining.com 

www.wentztraining.com 

 

Terri Yellowhammer 

Indian Child Welfare Program 

Consultant  

Minnesota Department of Human 

Services 

651-431-4675 

Terri.Yellowhammer@state.mn.us 

www.dhs.state.mn.us   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOST JUDGES 

 

Hon. Robert Benson 

Chief Judge, 3rd Judicial District 

Fillmore County Courthouse 

101 Fillmore St. 

Preston, MN  55965 

 

Hon. Thomas Bibus 

District Court Judge, 1st District 

Goodhue County Courthouse 

454 West 6th Street 

Red Wing, MN  55066 

 

Hon. James Florey 

Chief Judge, 6th Judicial District 

St. Louis County Courthouse 

300 South Fifth Avenue 

Virginia, MN  55792 

 

 

Hon. Krista Martin 

District Court Judge, 10th District 

Pine County Courthouse 

635 Northridge Dr. NW 

Pine City, MN  55063 

 

Hon. Douglas Richards 

Chief Judge, 5th Judicial District 

Faribault County Courthouse 

415 North Main 

Blue Earth, MN  56013 

 

Hon. Wally Senyk 

District Court Judge, 7th District 

Otter Tail County Courthouse 

121 Junius Ave. 

Fergus Falls, MN  56537 

 

 

Hon. Kathryn Smith 

District Court Judge, 8th District 

Kandiyohi County Courthouse 

505 Becker Ave. SW 

Willmar, MN  56201 

 

Hon. Tamra Yon 

District Court Judge. 9th District 

Polk County Justice Center 

816 Marin Ave, Suite 210 

Crookston, MN  56716 

218-281-2332 

 

Hon. Richard Zimmerman 

District Court Judge, 9th District 

Crow Wing County Courthouse 

213 Laurel Street, Suite 11 

Brainerd, MN  56401 
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PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

 

Ann Ahlstrom 

Staff Attorney & CJI Manager 

State Court Administrator’s Office 

25 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 

Jr. Blvd. 

St. Paul, MN  55155 

651-297-1114 

ann.ahlstrom@courts.state.mn.us 

CJI Website:  

www.mncourts.gov/?page=148  

 

Marvin Davis  

Supervisor, Adoption Operations  

Minnesota Department of Human 

Services 

Child Safety and Permanency 

Division 

PO Box 64943  

St. Paul, MN. 55164 

(651) 431-4922 (Voice)  

marvin.e.davis@state.mn.us 

www.dhs.state.mn.us 

 

John Hanna 

Child Welfare Program 

Consultant 

Minnesota Department of Human 

Services 

Child Safety and Permanency 

Division 

St. Paul, MN. 55164 

651-431-4678  

john.hanna@state.mn.us  

www.dhs.state.mn.us   

 

Kathleen Hiniker 

Social Services Program 

Consultant – Adolescent Services 

Child Safety and Permanency 

Division 

Minnesota Department of Human 

Services 

St. Paul, MN. 55164 

651-431-4707 

Kathleen.A.Hiniker@state.mn.us 

www.dhs.state.mn.us   

 

Lori Munsterman 

Child Welfare Quality Assurance 

Consultant 

Minnesota Department of Human 

Services 

320-255-2452 (Main office) 

651-431-4705 (St. Paul office) 

lori.munsterman@state.mn.us 

www.dhs.state.mn.us   

 

Judith Nord 

Staff Attorney & CJI Manager 

State Court Administrator’s Office 

25 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 

Jr. Blvd. 

St. Paul, MN  55155 

651-282-3972 

judy.nord@courts.state.mn.us 

CJI Website:  

www.mncourts.gov/?page=148  

 

 

 

Steve Vonderharr 

Social Services Program 

Consultant – Adolescent Services  

Child Safety and Permanency 

Division 

Minnesota Department of Human 

Services 

St. Paul, MN. 55164 

651-431-4666 

Steve.Vonderharr@state.mn.us  

www.dhs.state.mn.us   

 

Terri Yellowhammer 

Indian Child Welfare Program 

Consultant  

Minnesota Department of Human 

Services 

St. Paul, MN. 55164 

651-431-4675 

Terri.Yellowhammer@state.mn.us 

www.dhs.state.mn.us  
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